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AMONG THE PEACE ORGANIZATIONS 



The program of the American Peace Society was 
presented before the House Committee on Naval 
Affairs on March 13, in connection with the discussion 
of the naval appropriation bill, upon which the commit- 
tee has been taking testimony before proceeding to draft 
its measure. The courtesy of Eepresentative Walter L. 
Hensley, a member of the committee and president of 
the Missouri Peace Society, made it possible for us to 
secure an assignment from Chairman Padgett to in- 
clude nearly the whole day. The members of the com- 
mittee showed a lively interest in the presentation 
of the pacifist argument, in the story of the growth 
and present status of the movement for an interna- 
tional tribunal at The Hague, and in the contention for 
conservatism in considering any increase in naval arma- 
ment which might arouse distrust abroad and confuse 
and obstruct the campaign for rational methods of set- 
tling international issues. 

Arthur D. Call, secretary of the society, outlined the 
proposals for constructive methods in dealing with con- 
flicts of national interest, and reviewed the progress of 
the international movement up to the time when the 
hope of an establishment of an international court in 
1914 was dashed by the outbreak of war. Dr. Samuel 
T. Dutton, of New York, speaking for our New York- 
New Jersey Department, urged that no naval policy be 
adopted which might weaken this nation's influence for 
international friendship. Oscar T. Crosby, of Washing- 
ton, proposed the insertion of a clause in any naval bill 
that might be decided upon, providing that in case an 
international court competent to settle international dis- 
putes should be established within the term of the ex- 
penditure of the appropriation, further construction 
should cease and any surplus remaining should revert 
to the treasury. Malcolm W. Davis, assistant editor of 
the Advocate of Peace, closing the case for the 
society, contended that the burden of proof for the 
necessity of any radical increase rests with the people 
who propose it; that the testimony of naval experts has 
disclosed no clear reasons for nor advice on a new 
naval policy, and that consequent!}' the wise policy is 
to make efficient what we have and not launch upon 
new plans which might endanger the international struc- 
ture. 

The Anti-preparedness Committee were also assigned 
a part of the same day, their speakers being Francis 
King Carey, of Baltimore; John A. McSparran, of 
Philadelphia, of the National Grange, and Allan L. 
Benson, Socialist candidate for President. 

Copies of the hearing may be secured by writing to 
the clerk of the Committee on Naval Affairs, House of 
Representatives, Washington, D. C. 

World Court Congress 

A second World Court Congress, following the one 
held in Cleveland, Ohio, in May, 1915, will be held in 
Carnegie Hall, New York City, on May 2, 3, and 4. 
The details are in the hands of the World's Court 
League, which is soliciting the co-operation of societies 
which desire peace and an international court instead 
of international conflict. Recognizing that the prin- 
ciple of the court has been both accepted in theory and 
established in fact, the league looks to positive action 



for its establishment at the first possible moment. The 
program for the congress will be limited to the one topic 
of promoting such an international court, without refer- 
ence to any issue which deals with conditions prior to 
its establishment or to the present question of prepared- 
ness for war. Among the men who will address the 
congress are William Howard Taft, Judge Alton B. 
Parker, John Hays Hammond, Prof. Jeremiah W. 
Jenks, Dr. Samuel T. Dutton, James Brown Scott, 
Senators Lawrence Y. Sherman, Warren G. Harding, 
Albert B. Fall, and William Alden Smith; Bishop 
Luther B. Wilson, Rabbi Joseph Silverman, Theodore 
Marburg, Henry Clews, Talcott Williams, Bainbridge 
Colby, and Dr. Frederick Lynch. The league may be 
addressed at the Equitable Building, New York City. 

League to Enforce Peace 

The annual conference of the American Branch of 
the League to Enforce Peace will be held in Washington 
on Friday and Saturday, May 26 and 27, at the New 
Willard Hotel. William Howard Taft will conduct 
the conference as president of the organization. The 
officers are carrying forward an active campaign for a 
large attendance, urging the importance, both for this 
and future generations, of the formation of a world 
league against war. They are also inviting the co- 
operation of other organizations in sending delegates 
to aid in the working out of practical plans for the sub- 
stitution of international for competitive national ac- 
tion. The league may be addressed at 70 Fifth Ave- 
nue, New York City. 

American School Peace League 

The year book of the American School Peace League, 
which has just been received, reviews the progress which 
that organization has made during 1915 in the funda- 
mental work of enlisting the co-operation of teachers 
generally in the peace campaign, and of presenting the 
arguments for the constructive program of internation- 
alism to children, as their minds are being formed in 
the public schools, in terms which they can easily com- 
prehend. The report is a record of increasing activity 
and growth. The book also includes the successful 
essays in the Seabury Prize Contest of 1915. 

Church Peace Union 

The report of the secretary of the Church Peace 
Union for the year 1915 contains an interesting discus- 
sion of the reaction throughout the world to the chal- 
lenge of the war crisis, and of the new movements both 
for militarism and internationalism which have come 
out of it. The progress of the campaign for arousing 
the churches and enlisting their active aid in the cause 
of peace is reviewed, together with the results of a wide- 
spread publicity program. 

New England Department 

Dr. Tryon, the Department Director, attended the 
first annual banquet, on March 1, of the reorganized 
Portland Chamber of Commerce, of which Hon. George 
L. Crosman, president of the Maine Peace Society, is 
president. The principal speaker was Hon. Theodore E. 
Burton, whose topic was "The Two Americas." On March 
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5 the Department Director brought to a close, with 
a lecture on "World Beconstruction After the War," a 
series of Sunday evening salons at the home of Mr. and 
Mrs. S. Augustus Stevens, of Portland, at which inter- 
national peace has been a frequent theme of discussion. 
On March 12 the Department Director spoke in the 
Episcopal Church at the morning service at Wakefield, 
Mass.; on March 13 he gave his stereopticon lecture, 
"One Hundred Years of Peace," at the academy at East 
Greenwich, Ehode Island, and while in that State ar- 
ranged for the Ehode Island Peace Society an open 
meeting of the Board of Trade of AVesterly, at which 
be will be the speaker. On March 18 he began a ten 
days' lecture tour in New Hampshire at a meeting of 
the Woman's Federation of Manchester. On both Sun- 
days included in the tour he was engaged to address 
union meetings held under the auspices of churches. 
He had added Hill, Newport, Charlestown, and Clare- 
inont to the towns already reported as included in his 
proposed itinerary, and expected to add others as he 
proceeded. By invitation of the editors of the Yale 
Law Journal he will have in the May number of that 
magazine an article on "International Police," the elev- 
enth in a series on peace and arbitration. 

Friends' Foreign Mission Committee 

The following resolution was adopted by the Friends' 
Foreign Mission Committee at its quarterly meeting, 
held in Tokyo, Japan, on February 18: 

"As American citizens resident in Japan, we have learned 
with deep regret of the efforts now being made to put the 
United States among the nations which depend for their 
peace and security upon military preparedness. 

"We believe that the position of leadership which the 
United States has held in the promotion of world peace for 
the past hundred years would be partially lost with the 
entrance of our nation upon an era of international fear and 
competitive armaments. 

"While the Japanese recognize the right of the United 
States to increase armaments, and while the European situa- 
tion gives to them a partial explanation for such action, 
there is little room for doubt that a response to the present 
appeal for military preparedness in America would exert an 
unfavorable influence upon the Japanese nation. 

"We believe, further, that the representatives of the Chris- 
tian churches of the United States would find their task in 
Japan and other Oriental countries grow more difficult if 
their own country should get further away from the ideal of 
a non-military nation resting its cause upon justice and the 
spirit of conciliation. 

"On behalf of the Friends' Mission in Japan, Gurnoy Bin- 
ford, Chairman ; F. E. R. Coleman, Secrtary ; Gilbert Bowles, 
Chairman Peace and Social Service Committee." 

Massachusetts Peace Society 

"The Great Settlement — How Can the War System 
Be Abolished and International Justice Be Estab- 
lished?" is the subject of a series of public meetings in 
Ford Hall, Boston, arranged under the auspices of the 
Massachusetts Peace Society. These meetings are held 
on Sunday afternoons at 3 o'clock. The list of speak- 
ers follows: March 26, Herbert S. Houston, of New 
York, chairman of the Committee on Information of 
the League to Enforce Peace, on "World Commerce — a 
Force for World Peace ;" April 9, George W. Nasmyth, 
secretary of the Massachusetts Branch of the League to 
Enforce Peace, on "Why I Favor a League to Enforce 
Peace;" April 16, Sidney L. Gulick, of New York, sec- 
retary of the American Branch of the World Alliance 



of the Churches for the Promotion of International 
Friendship, on "America's Asiatic Problem," and April 
23, George H. Blakeslee, Professor of History and In- 
ternational Eelations at Clark College, on "Possibilities 
of Pan-American Co-operation." 

The Massachusetts Society has also prepared a series 
of fifty stereopticon slides, which are offered for free 
use at public meetings in the interest of peace. The 
slides are accompanied by an explanatory lecture on 
the evils of the war system and the constructive program 
of the peace movement. The society has also published 
a list of public speakers on international relations, who 
will volunteer their services wherever it is possible. 
Bequests may be addressed to the office at 31 Beacon 
street, Boston, Mass. 



JOINING THE ISSUE 

Controversy over a fact, affirmed by one side and denied 
by another, is known in law as an "issue." Taking up the 
two sides respectively is called "joining the issue." A great 
need of the peace movement in the argument with its op- 
ponents is first to "join the issue." With this aim in view 
this department was started in our August number, and it is 
hoped that many of our readers will be stirred to add their 
wisdom to this process of "joining the issue." Any intelli- 
gent contribution to the problem, if not too long, will be 
welcomed. — The Editor. 

Editorial Christian Science Monitor. 

The thickest armor was pierced the other day at 
Sandy Hook by a projectile from the latest gun. 
Thicker armor will now replace the thickest, and it will 
perhaps resist the latest gun. Then a later than the 
latest gun will pierce the thicker than the thickest 
armor, and the thickest armor and the latest gun will be 
"scrapped" — and so on, ad infinitum. This seems to be 
an inevitable feature of the system of competitive arma- 
ments. 

Editorial Columbus, Ohio, Journal. 

Said President Hibben, at the Mohonk Conference: 
"I do not advocate preparedness for war, but a prepared- 
ness against war." Such flaunting of words does not 
amount to a dead odor. Preparation for war or against 
war amounts to the same thing, even though a college 
president cannot see it. A nation is as apt to go to war 
when it is prepared, whether that preparation is for 
peace or war. It is silly to kick up a difference between 
the two kinds of preparation. The point is that a na- 
tion is more apt to get into a fight if it is ready than 
if it isn't. 

Suppose it isn't ready, what then? It may then re- 
sort to the civilized way of getting together and agree- 
ing, a process that will always win more than by fighting 
for it. That is the civilized way. Everybody knows we 
are coming to it, but what is the sense in waiting for it ? 
The best way to resume is to resume, and we resumed. 
The best way to peace is to lay down our arms and stop 
fighting or thinking about it. 

Dr. Gains Glenn Atkins. 

Democracies left to themselves do not take kindly to 
war. There is no denying that democracies have fought 
wars a-plenty; but, on the other hand, they have never 
gone out to meet them and have always been willing to 
make a just and honorable peace when the necessity for 
war has passed. 



